
WAC 197-11-610 Use of NEPA documents. (1) An agency may adopt 

any environmental analysis prepared under the National 

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) by following WAC 197-11-600 and 

197-11-630.
 

(2) A NEPA environmental assessment (EA) or documented 

categorical exclusion may be adopted to support a determination of 

nonsignificance instead of preparing an environmental checklist, 

if the requirements of WAC 197-11-340, 197-11-600, and 197-11-630 

(and WAC 197-11-350 and 197-11-355 as applicable), are met and 

elements of the environment in WAC 197-11-444 are adequately 

addressed.
 

(3) An agency may adopt a NEPA EIS as a substitute for 

preparing a SEPA EIS if:
 

(a) The requirements of WAC 197-11-360, 197-11-600, and 197-

11-630 are met (in which case the procedures in Parts Three, Four, 

and Five of these rules for preparing an EIS shall not apply); and
 

(b) The federal EA or EIS is not found inadequate: (i) By a 

court; (ii) by the council on environmental quality (CEQ) (or is 

at issue in a predecision referral to CEQ) under the NEPA 



regulations; or (iii) by the administrator of the United States 

Environmental Protection Agency under section 309 of the Clean Air 

Act, 42 U.S.C. 1857.
 

(4) Subsequent use by another agency of a federal EIS, adopted 

under subsection (3) of this section, for the same (or 

substantially the same) proposal does not require adoption, unless 

the criteria in WAC 197-11-600(3) are met.
 

(5) If the lead agency has not held a public hearing within 

its jurisdiction to obtain comments on the adequacy of adopting a 

federal environmental document as a substitute for preparing a 

SEPA EIS, a public hearing for such comments shall be held if, 

within thirty days of circulating its statement of adoption, a 

written request is received from at least fifty persons who reside 

within the agency's jurisdiction or are adversely affected by the 

environmental impact of the proposal. The agency shall reconsider 

its adoption of the federal document in light of public hearing 

comments.
 

[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.21C.110 and 43.21C.100 [43.21C.170]. 

WSR 14-09-026 (Order 13-01), § 197-11-610, filed 4/9/14, effective 



5/10/14. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.21C.110. WSR 84-05-020 (Order 

DE 83-39), § 197-11-610, filed 2/10/84, effective 4/4/84.]
 

WAC 197-11-830 Department of natural resources. The following 

actions and licenses of the department of natural resources are 

exempted:
 

(1) Forest closures, shutdowns and permit suspensions due to 

extreme unusual fire hazards.
 

(2) Operating permits to use power equipment on forest land.
 

(3) Permits to use fuse on forest land.
 

(4) Log patrol licenses.
 

(5) Permits for drilling for which no public hearing is 

required under RCW 78.60.070 79.76.070  (geothermal test 

drilling).
 

(6) Permits for the dumping of forest debris and wood waste 

in forested areas.
 

(7) Those sales of timber from public lands that the 

department of natural resources determines, by rules adopted 

pursuant to RCW 43.21C.120 do not have potential for a substantial 

impact on the environment.
 



(8) Except on aquatic lands under state control, leases for 

mineral prospecting under 79.14.300 or 79.14.470 79.01.616 or 

79.01.652  , but not including issuance of subsequent contracts 

for mining.
 

(9) Sales of rock from public lands involving rock pits less 

than three acres in size that are used for activities regulated 

under a forest practices application that is exempt under RCW 

43.21C.037.
 

[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.21C.110 and 43.21C.100 [43.21C.170]. 

WSR 14-09-026 (Order 13-01), § 197-11-830, filed 4/9/14, effective 

5/10/14. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.21C.110. WSR 84-05-020 (Order 

DE 83-39), § 197-11-830, filed 2/10/84, effective 4/4/84.]
 

 

 


